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Dr rer. nat. (PhD) in Evolutionary Biology & Systematics, Summa Cum Laude
Ludwig-Maximilians Universität München &	 Oct 2015 – July 2019
Technische Universität Braunschweig
‘On the value of systematics for the study of evolution:	  
insights from the reptiles and amphibians of Madagascar’
Supervised by Prof. Miguel Vences, Dr Frank Glaw, and Prof. Gerhard Haszprunar

MSc Evolution, Ecology & Systematics, 1.48 (‘Very Good’)
Ludwig-Maximilians Universität München	 Oct 2013 – Sept 2015
‘Disentangling cryptic genera of Madagascan narrow-mouthed frogs	  
(Anura: Microhylidae: Cophylinae) with an integrative dataset’
Supervised by Dr Frank Glaw and Prof. Gerhard Haszprunar

BSc Biological Sciences with Honours (Zoology), First Class
University of Edinburgh	 Aug 2009 – July 2013
‘The Paraphyly of Ratites Just Doesn’t Fly’
Supervised by Prof. Andrew Rambaut

Higher Education

Tenure-Track Assistant Professor of Vertebrate Zoology, Curator of Herpetology	 Sept 2021 – present
Statens Naturhistoriske Museum	 Copenhagen, Denmark
•	 Curation of the herpetological collections of the Natural History Museum of Denmark
•	 Research on reptiles and amphibians

Postdoctoral Researcher, Principal Investigator	 Jan 2021 – Aug 2021
Universität Potsdam, Michael Hofreiter Lab	 Potsdam, Germany
•	 Developing museomic methods for implementation in species delimitation and taxonomy of frogs of Madagascar

Postdoctoral Researcher	 Nov 2019 – Oct 2020
Universität Konstanz, Axel Meyer Lab	 Konstanz, Germany
•	 Research on phylogenomics and evolutionary biology of cichlid fishes

Postdoctoral Researcher	 July 2019 – Oct 2019
Technische Universität Braunschweig, Miguel Vences Lab	 Munich & Braunschweig, Germany
•	 Systematic and evolutionary research on the amphibians and reptiles of Madagascar

Wissenschaftlicher Mitarbeiter (Doctoral Researcher)	 Oct 2015 – July 2019
Technische Universität Braunschweig, Ludwig-Maximilians Universität München,	 Munich & Braunschweig, Germany 
& Zoologische Staatssammlung München
•	 Systematic, taxonomic, and evolutionary research on the amphibians and reptiles of Madagascar

Museum Research Assistant	 Oct 2013 – Oct 2015
Zoologische Staatssammlung München, Sektion Herpetologie	 Munich, Germany
•	 Herpetological specimen preparation, cataloguing, and curation assistance

Academic Positions

The Zoological Society of London’s Charles Darwin Award and Marsh Prize for outstanding work in zoology

Ashworth Prize: Top Student in the Zoology Honours class of 2013, University of Edinburgh

2013

2013

Doctoral degree awarded Summa Cum Laude2019

Academic Honours and Awards
CETAF E-Score Award for Excellence in Research Based on Natural Science Collections2021

Herpetological Researcher	 April 2019 
Expedition to Nosy Be	 Nosy Be, Madagascar

Team Leader, Research Coordinator	 Nov 2017 – Jan 2018 
PhD research expedition	 Montagne d’Ambre, Madagascar

Fieldwork Experience
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DAAD Kongressreisen Grant — Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst

DGHT Wilhelm-Peters-Fonds 2015 — Deutsche Gesellschaft für Herpetologie und Terrarienkunde

Cadogan Tate Award — Scientific Exploration Society (to Expedition Angano)

Erasmus Darwin Barlow Expedition Grant — Zoological Soceity of London (to Expedition Angano)

SSAR Travel and Registration Grant — Gans Collections and Charitable Fund

Geographical Fieldwork Grant — Royal Geographical Society (to Project Kobokara)

Geographical Fieldwork Grant — Royal Geographical Society (to Expedition Angano)

Weir Fund — University of Edinburgh (to Project Kobokara)

Mohamed bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund (to Project Kobokara)

Davis Fund — University of Edinburgh (to Project Kobokara)

Albert Reckitt Charitable Trust (to Project Kobokara)

Erasmus Darwin Barlow Expedition Grant — Zoological Soceity of London (to Project Kobokara)

2019

2015

2015

2015

2015

2011

2015

2011

2011

2011

2011

2011

Expedition funding

Research funding

€	 2,854

€	 1,172

£	 2,000

£	 3,000

$	 1,000

£	 1,250

£	 3,000

£ 	 4,000

£	 3,190

£	 2,100

£	 750

£	 1,250

Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft Research Grant (Principle Investigator)	  
‘FrogCap for the taxonomic gap: harnessing hybrid enrichment for next-generation taxonomy’

2020 – 2023 €	 66,177

Grants and Competitive Funding

Associate Editor, Herpetological Conservation and Biology

Deutsche Zoologische Gesellschaft

European Society for Evolutionary Biology

Deutsche Gesellschaft für Herpetologie und 
Terrarienkunde

IUCN/SSC Amphibian Specialist Group for 
Madagascar

Getting Funded: Writing an individual 
fellowship application, IMPRS/BioScript

English Language editor for a paper in Nature Communications
since 2018

since 2018

since 2018

since 2015

since 2013

June 2018

2017

Research-related Activities & Editorial Support
Editorial Work

Peer Review

Workshops Attended

Academic Society & Organisation Membershipssee: publons.com/a/812520

IUCN/SSC Chameleon Specialist Groupsince 2020

Amphibia-Reptilia, Arxius de Miscel·lània Zoològica, 
Biodiversity Data Journal, Biology Letters, Evolution, Journal 
of Herpetology, Herpetological Conservation and Biology, 
Herpetology Notes, Molecular Phylogenetics and Evolution, 
PeerJ, Sauria, Scientific Reports, Zookeys, Zoological Research, 
Zoologischer Anzeiger, Zoosystematics and Evolution, 
Zootaxa.

Competences & Skills
Software Technology and Equipment

Languages

General	 —	 Microsoft Office, EndNote

Statistical	 —	 R, ImageJ

Acoustic analysis	 —	 Audacity, Adobe Audition

Graphical 	 —	 Adobe Creative Suite, Inkscape

Micro-CT 	 —	 Amira, VGStudio, Drishti, MeVisLab

Phylogenetics	 —	 e.g. BEAST, RAxML, MrBayes, PAUP*, 
Mesquite, MEGA, ASTRAL-III, IQTREE

Genomics	 —	 e.g. bcftools, vcftools, bash, dsuite

Various others	 —	 e.g. QGIS

nanotom m micro-CT scanner, Marantz PMD661 mkII, Sennheiser 
condenser microphones, DSLR cameras, GPS, Microsoft 
Windows and Apple Macintosh

English	 —	 mother tongue

German	 —	 fluent

French	 —	 working knowledge

Malagasy	 —	 basic

Danish	 —	 rudimentary

Herpetological Researcher	 Nov – Dec 2016 
Expedition to Marojejy	 Marojejy, Madagascar

International Science Officer, Taxonomist	 Dec 2015 – Jan 2016 
Expedition Angano	 Bealanana, Madagascar

Herpetological Research Intern	 Nov – Dec 2014 
DEAL Mayotte	 Mayotte, France

Herpetological Research Leader, Deputy Team Leader	 June – Aug 2012 
Operation Wallacea	 Mahavelo, Madagascar

Team Leader, Research Coordinator, Herpetological Researcher	 July – Sept 2011 
Madagascar 2011: Project Kobokara	 Kobokara, Madagascar
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Instructor and trainer in micro-CT scanner use and data analysis

Co-instructor: GE25 Phylogenetik (phylogenetics), 12 ECTS, TU Braunschweig

Co-instructor: BD08 Morphologie der Wirbeltiere (morphology of vertebrates), 9 ECTS, TU Braunschweig

Teacher of beginner, advanced, wildlife, travel, and macro photography; lead mentor	  
Edinburgh University Photography Society

2016 – 2019

2017 – 2020

2009 – 2013

Teaching

Teaching reptile and amphibian identification and ecology in Madagascar during expeditions2011 – 2019

2020 Amphibian Foundation: Master Herpetologist Course (three lectures)

2020 Vertiefungskurs Molecular Evolutionary Biology, two lectures and project co-supervision, Universität Konstanz

Invited Talks
Zoological Society of London	 18 March 2021 

‘The Marvellous Miniaturised Herpetofauna of Madagascar’	 London, United Kingdom

University of Freiburg	 5  July 2019	
‘Systematics and evolution of the reptiles and amphibians of Madagascar’	 Freiburg, Germany

Kathleen C. Webster	 Ludwig-Maximilians Universität München, Germany 
Achievements of student: Presentations at 3 conferences, 6 grants and awards (ca €3500 total)

Lorenzo Senici	 Ludwig-Maximilians Universität München, Germany

Jary H. Razafindraibe	 Université d’Antananarivo 
Achievements of student: co-author on 5 papers (PRPs 21, 26, 38, 44, 46)

2015 – 2016

2018 – 2020

2017

Supervision

Master’s Thesis

Master’s Student Research Projects

Roksana Hasib	 Ludwig-Maximilians Universität München, Germany2017

Marina Sentís	 Ludwig-Maximilians Universität München, Germany 
Achievements of student: 1 co-first-author paper (PRP35), €2,000 research grant

2017

Yiyin Chang	 Ludwig-Maximilians Universität München, Germany 
Achievements of student: 1 co-first-author paper (PRP35), €2,000 research grant

2017

Bachelor’s Student Research Projects

Johann Chretien	 Ludwig-Maximilians Universität München, Germany 
Achievements of student: 1 first-author paper (PRP40)

2016

Ricky Tiavina	 Université d’Antananarivo, Madagascar2017 – 2018
Onja Randriamalala	 Université d’Antananarivo, Madagascar2017 – 2018

Denise H. Nomenjanahary	 Université d’Antsiranana, Madagascar 
Achievements of student: co-author on 1 paper (PRP22)

2015 – 2016

Elidiot Razafimandimby	 Université d’Antsiranana, Madagascar 
Achievements of student: co-author on 1 paper (PRP22)

2015 – 2016

Mahandry Maheriraviny	 Libanona Ecology Centre, Madagascar2012

Herman A. Tsiafa	 Libanona Ecology Centre, Madagascar 
Achievements of student: co-author on 1 book chapter (B1, ch. 13) 

2011

Morulla T. Danvi	 Libanona Ecology Centre, Madagascar 
Achievements of student: co-author on 1 book chapter (B1, ch. 15) 

2011

Miandanarivo Rakotomalala	 Libanona Ecology Centre, Madagascar 
Achievements of student: co-author on 1 book chapter (B1, ch. 14) 

2011

All students were co-supervised with permanent faculty at their respective institutions.

Supervision of students in Germany involved training in micro-CT scanning and reconstruction, external and osteological 
morphological analysis and description of reptiles and amphibians, comparative morphology, statistical analysis in R, handling and 
analysing Sanger sequence data, scientific writing, and presenting skills. 

Supervision of students in Madagascar involved a wide array of skills, from fieldwork techniques to statistics. These students collected 
the data for their theses during fieldwork, and in some cases I helped supervise the analysis and writing up of their results.

(PRP# = Peer-Reviewed Publication Number, B# = Book Number, below)

Clara Keusgen	 Universität Potsdam, Germany2021
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9th World Congress of Herpetology (WCH)	 5 – 10 January 2020 
Symposium Co-organiser: Biology of the Frog Family Microhylidae	 Dunedin, New Zealand 
Talk: ‘The past, present, and future of research on Madagascar’s microhylids’	  
Talk: ‘The weird skull of Xenotyphlops and a reinterpretation of blindsnake origins’

Societas Europaea Herpetologica 2019 (SEH)	 2 – 6 September 2019 
Talk: ‘The forgotten hotspot: a decade of research into the herpetofauna 	 Milan, Italy 
of the Comoros Archipelago’

Graduiertenforum Fachgruppe Morphologie, Deutsche Zoologische Gesellschaft (DZG)	 11 – 13 October 2018 
Talk: ‘Micro-CT for morphologists: Case studies from Madagascar’	 Munich, Germany

111th Annual Meeting of the Deutsche Zoologische Gesellschaft (DZG)	 11 – 14 September 2018 
Talk: ‘A taxonomic renaissance in the narrow-mouthed frogs of Madagascar is opening	 Greifswald, Germany 
a new model system to understand ecomorphological evolution in amphibians’

Evolution 2018	 18 – 23 August 2018 
Attendee	 Montpellier, France

19th Societas Europaea Herpetologica (SEH) European Congress of Herpetology	 19 – 22 September 2017 
Talk: ‘Micro-CT, morphometrics, and phylotranscriptomics shed light on the	 Salzburg, Austria 
underpinnings of convergent miniaturization in a radiation of frogs’

Society for the Study of Amphibians and Reptiles (SSAR) 2015	 30 July – 2 August 2015 
Talk: ‘Disentangling cryptic microhylid species (Anura: Microhylidae) 	 Lawrence, Kansas, USA 
from Madagascar using micro-computed tomography’

A Conservation Strategy for the Amphibians of Madagascar 2 (ACSAM2)	 19 – 22 August 2014 
Talk: ‘Red Listing Madagascar’s New and Data Deficient Amphibians’	 Ranomafana, Madagascar

Royal Geographical Society (RGS) Explore 2011	 20 November 2011 
Talk: ‘Project Kobokara 2011’	 London, UK

Conferences and Seminars

Public Outreach
•	 Research covered in dozens of media outlets and languages; see http://www.markscherz.com/media for an incomplete list
•	 Consulting for natural history documentary filmmakers, e.g. BBC Natural History Unit, Falcon Productions, ARTE
•	 Appearance in ‘Madagascar | Life on the edge’, a documentary on field research in Madagascar’s rainforests (available at https://

vimeo.com/241003655)
•	 Science blogging at http://www.markscherz.com; occasionally invited entries elsewhere, e.g. Oxford University Press blog,  

The Conversation
•	 Occasional popular science articles in print in Elaphe
•	 Twitter outreach and scientific networking, @markscherz
•	 Herpetology Podcast: ‘SquaMates’ co-hosted with E. Kocak and G. N. Ugueto, http://www.squamatespod.com
•	 YouTube show ‘Anatomy Insights’ created with K. Ruthsatz and M. Vences
•	 Podcast guest appearances: The Chameleon Academy Podcast, SciComm Podcast, Canadian Herpetoculture Podcast
•	 Wikipedia editor: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:Contributions/Mark.scherz
•	 iNaturalist Herpetogasy Bioblitz Project Curator, https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/herpetogasy-bioblitz
•	 Assistant during open days at the Zoologische Staatssammlung München from 2013 to 2019

International Collaborators
To-date I have published with 96 coauthors (not including one paper with >400 signatories) from 17 countries. My main collaborator 
network is based in Germany, USA, Portugal, and Madagascar, but I also have active collaborations with researchers based in South 
Africa, the United Kingdom, Russia, and Australia. Furthermore, I have strong relationships with curators at some of the largest  
zoological museums in the world, including the National History Museum (London), Museum für Naturkunde (Berlin), and Muséum 
national d’histoire Naturelle (Paris).
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Peer-Reviewed Publications (for updates and PDFs see www.markscherz.com/publications)

70. Strong, C., Scherz, M.D. & Caldwell, M.W. (2021) Deconstructing the Gestalt: New concepts and tests of homology, as 
exemplified by a re-conceptualization of “microstomy” in squamates. Anatomical Record. DOI: 10.1002/ar.24630

69. Hawlitschek, O., Scherz, M.D., Webster, K.C., Ineich, I. & Glaw, F. (2021) Morphological, osteological, and genetic data support 
a new species of Madatyphlops (Serpentes: Typhlopidae) endemic to Mayotte Island, Comoros Archipelago. Anatomical 
Record. DOI: 10.1002/ar.24589

68. Ruthsatz, K., Scherz, M.D. & Vences, M. (2021) Dissecting the tree of life: the prospect of open-access digital resources in 
morphology, anatomy and taxonomy in training the next generation of zoologists. Zootaxa, 5016(3):448–450. DOI: 10.11646/
zootaxa.5016.3.10

67. Vences, M., Miralles, A., Brouillet, S., Ducasse, J., Fedosov, A., Kharchev, V., Kostadinov, I., Kumari, S., Patmanidis, S., Scherz, 
M.D., Puillandre, N. & Renner, S.S. (2021) iTaxoTools 0.1: Kickstarting a specimen-based software toolkit for taxonomists. 
Megataxa, 6:77–92. DOI: 10.11646/megataxa.6.2.1

66. Razafindraibe, J.H., Scherz, M.D., Dawson, J.S., Vences, M. & Rakotoarison, A. (2021) First record and probable reproductive 
mode of a true Stumpffia from Ambohitantely Special Reserve in the central highlands of Madagascar. Herpetology Notes, 
14:493–495.

65. Scherz, M.D., Schmidt, L., Crottini, A., Miralles, A., Rakotoarison, A., Raselimanana, A.P., Köhler, J., Glaw, F. & Vences, M. (2021) 
Into the Chamber of Horrors: A proposal for the resolution of nomenclatural chaos in the Scaphiophryne calcarata complex 
(Anura: Microhylidae), with a new species-level phylogenetic hypothesis for Scaphiophryninae. Zootaxa, 4938(1):392–420. 
DOI: 10.11646/zootaxa.4938.4.2

64. Miralles, A., Bruy, T., Crottini, A., Rakotoarison, A., Ratsoavina, F.M., Scherz, M.D., Schmidt, R., Köhler, J., Glaw, F. & Vences, M. 
(2021) Completing a taxonomic puzzle: integrative review of geckos of the Paroedura bastardi species complex (Squamata, 
Gekkonidae). Vertebrate Zoology, 71:27–48. DOI: 10.3897/vertebrate-zoology.71.e59495

63. Glaw, F., Köhler, J., Hawlitschek, O., Ratsoavina, F.M., Rakotoarison, A., Scherz, M.D. & Vences, M. (2021) Extreme 
miniaturization of a new amniote vertebrate and insights into the evolution of genital size in chameleons. Scientific 
Reports, 11:2522. DOI: 10.1038/s41598-020-80955-1

62. Gorin, V.A., Scherz, M.D., Korost, D.V. & Poyarkov, N.A. (2021) Consequences of parallel miniaturisation in Microhylinae 
(Anura, Microhylidae), with the description of a new genus of diminutive South East Asian frogs. Zoosystematics and Evolution, 
97(1):21–54. DOI: 10.3897/zse.97.57968

61. Prötzel, D., Heß, M., Schwager, M., Glaw, F. & Scherz, M.D. (2021) Neon-green fluorescence in the desert gecko 
Pachydactylus rangei caused by iridophores. Scientific Reports, 11:297. DOI: 10.1038/s41598-020-79706-z 

60. Zamani, A., Vahtera, V., Sääksjärvi, I.E. & Scherz, M.D. (2021) The omission of critical data in the pursuit of ‘revolutionary’ 
methods to accelerate the description of species. Systematic Entomology, 46(1):1–4. DOI: 10.1111/syen.12444

59. Rasolonjatovo, S.M., Scherz, M.D., Rakotoarison, A., Glos, J., Raselimanana, A.P. & Vences, M. (2020) Field body temperatures in 
the rainforest frog Mantidactylus (Brygoomantis) bellyi from northern Madagascar: Variance and predictors. Malagasy Nature, 
14:57–68.

58. Ratsoavina, F.M., Glaw, F., Raselimanana, A.P., Rakotoarison, A., Vieites, D.R., Hawlitschek, O., Vences, M. & Scherz, M.D. (2020) 
Towards completion of the species inventory of small-sized leaf-tailed geckos: two new species of Uroplatus from northern 
Madagascar. Zootaxa, 4895(2):251–271. DOI: 10.11646/zootaxa.4895.2.5

57. Scherz, M.D., Rasolonjatovo, S.M., Köhler, J., Rancilhac, L., Rakotoarison, A., Raselimanana, A.P., Ohler, A., Preick, M., Hofreiter, 
M., Glaw, F. & Vences, M. (2020) ‘Barcode fishing’ for archival DNA from historical type material overcomes taxonomic hurdles, 
enabling the description of a new frog species. Scientific Reports, 10:19109. DOI:10.1038/s41598-020-75431-9

56. Miralles, A., Bruy, T., Wolcott, K., Scherz, M.D., Begerow, D., Beszteri, B., Bonkowski, M., Felden, J., Gemeinholzer, B., Glaw, 
F., Glöckner, F.O., Hawlitschek, O., Kostadinov, I., Nattkemper, T.W., Printzen, C., Renz, J., Rybalka, N., Stadler, M., Weibulat, 
T., Wilke, T., Renner, S.S. & Vences, M. (2020) Repositories for taxonomic data: where we are and what is missing. Systematic 
Biology, 69(6)1231–1253. DOI: 10.1093/sysbio/syaa026 (with cover image)

55. Miralles, A., Bruy, T., Wolcott, K., Scherz, M.D., Begerow, D., Beszteri, B., Bonkowski, M., Felden, J., Gemeinholzer, B., Glaw, 
F., Glöckner, F.O., Hawlitschek, O., Kostadinov, I., Nattkemper, T.W., Printzen, C., Renz, J., Rybalka, N., Stadler, M., Weibulat, 
T., Wilke, T., Renner, S.S. & Vences, M. (2020) Repositories for taxonomic data: where we are and what is missing. Systematic 
Biology, syaa026. DOI: 10.1093/sysbio/syaa026

54. Scherz, M.D. (2020) Diamond frogs forever: a new species of Rhombophryne Boettger, 1880 (Microhylidae, Cophylinae) from 
Montagne d’Ambre National Park, northern Madagascar.  Zoosystematics and Evolution, 96(2):313–323. DOI: 10.3897/
zse.96.51372 

53. Rakotoarison, A., Scherz, M.D., Köhler, J., Ratsoavina, F.M., Hawlitschek, O., Megson, S., Vences, M. & Glaw, F. (2020) Frogs 
of the genus Platypelis from the Sorata massif in northern Madagascar: description of a new species and reports of range 
extensions. Zoosystematics and Evolution, 96(1):263–274. DOI: 10.3897/zse.96.47088

52. Glaw, F., Scherz, M.D., Rakotoarison, A., Crottini, A., Raselimanana, A.P., Andreone, F., Köhler, J. & Vences, M. (2020) Genetic 
variability and partial integrative revision of Platypelis frogs (Microhylidae) with red flash marks from eastern Madagascar. 
Vertebrate Zoology, 70(2):141–156. DOI: 10.26049/VZ70-2-2020-04

51.  Prötzel, D., Scherz, M.D., Ratsoavina, F.M., Vences, M. & Glaw, F. (2020) Untangling the trees: Revision of the Calumma nasutum 
complex (Squamata: Chamaeleonidae). Vertebrate Zoology, 70(1);23–59. DOI: 10.26049/VZ70-1-2020-3
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50. Rasolonjatovo, S.M., Scherz, M.D., Hutter, C.R., Glaw, F., Rakotoarison, A., Razafindraibe, J.H., Goodman, S.M., Raselimanana, 
A.P. & Vences, M. (2020) Sympatric lineages in the Mantidactylus ambreensis complex of Malagasy frogs originated allopatrically 
rather than by in-situ speciation. Molecular Phylogenetics and Evolution, 144:106700. DOI: 10.1016/j.ympev.2019.106700

49. Ratsoavina, F.M., Scherz, M.D., Tolley, K.A., Raselimanana, A.P., Glaw, F. & Vences, M. (2019) A new species of Uroplatus 
(Gekkonidae) from Ankarana National Park, Madagascar, of remarkably high genetic divergence. Zootaxa, 4683(1):84–96. DOI: 
10.11646/zootaxa.4683.1.4

48. Mohan, A.V., Gehring, P.-S., Scherz, M.D., Glaw, F., Ratsoavina, F.M. & Vences, M. (2019) Comparative phylogeography and 
patterns of deep genetic differentiation of two gecko species, Paroedura gracilis and Phelsuma guttata, across north-eastern 
Madagascar. Salamandra, 55(3):211–220. (with cover image)

47. Scherz, M.D., Glaw, F., Hutter, C.R., Bletz, M.C., Rakotoarison, A., Köhler, J. & Vences, M. (2019) Species complexes and the 
importance of Data Deficient classification in Red List assessments: the case of Hylobatrachus frogs. PLoS One, 14(8):e0219437. 
DOI: 10.1371/journal.pone.0219437

46. Rakotoarison, A., Scherz, M.D., Bletz, M.C., Razafindraibe, J.H., Glaw, F. & Vences, M. (2019) Description of the lucky 
Cophyla (Microhylidae, Cophylinae), a new arboreal frog from Marojejy National Park in north-eastern Madagascar. Zootaxa, 
4651(2):271–288. DOI: 10.11646/zootaxa.4651.2.4

45. Scherz M.D., Köhler, J., Vences, M. & Glaw, F (2019) A new yellow-toed Platypelis species (Anura, Microhylidae, Cophylinae) 
from the Maroantsetra region, northeastern Madagascar. Evolutionary Systematics, 3:75–83. DOI: 10.3897/evolsyst.3.33417

44. Rakotoarison, A.*, Scherz, M.D.*, Bletz, M.C., Razafindraibe, J.H., Glaw, F. & Vences, M. (2019) Diversity, elevational variation, and 
phylogenetic origin of stump-toed frogs (Microhylidae, Cophylinae, Stumpffia) on the Marojejy massif, northern Madagascar. 
Salamandra, 55(2):115–123.

43. Köhler, J., Vences, M., Scherz, M.D. & Glaw, F. (2019) A new species of nocturnal gecko, genus Paroedura, from the karstic 
Tsingy de Bemaraha formation in western Madagascar. Salamandra, 55(2):73–81.

42. Scherz, M.D., Hutter, C.R., Rakotoarison, A., Riemann, J.C., Rödel, M.-O., Ndriantsoa, S.H., Glos, J., Hyde Roberts, 
S., Crottini, A., Vences, M. & Glaw, F. (2019) Morphological and ecological convergence at the lower size limit for 
vertebrates highlighted by five new miniaturised microhylid frog species from three different Madagascan genera. 
PLoS One, 14:e0213314. DOI: 10.1371/journal.pone.0213314

41. Scherz, M.D., Köhler, J., Rakotoarison, A., Glaw, F. & Vences, M. (2019) A new dwarf chameleon, genus Brookesia, from the 
Marojejy massif in northern Madagascar. Zoosystematics and Evolution, 95:95–106. DOI: 10.3897/zse.95.32818

40. Chretien, J., Wang-Claypool, C.Y., Glaw, F. & Scherz, M.D. (2019) The bizarre skull of Xenotyphlops sheds light on synapomorphies 
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